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Friends of Soqotra

Some special birds of Socotra

[ W=y

Over 220 species of birds have been recorded on Socotra, including
11 that are found nowhere else in the world. 5 are Globally
Threatened, including the widespread Egyptian Vulture. This
leaflet shows some that are special and familiar. Enjoy your visit.

Egyptian Vulture
Neophron percnopterus

(wing-span 150cm) Tame.

Globally endangered but
common on Socotra.

Common Kestrel
Falco tinnunculus

Socotra Buzzard

Buteo socotraensis
(wing-span 110cm)
Found in the mountains
and nests on cliffs.
Soars effortlessly.

(wing-span 75cm)

The smallest bird of prey
on Socotra. Feeds on
insects and lizards.

Sooty Gull
Larus hemprichii

(45¢m)

Common with other gulls
along the coast, often
follows fishing boats.

ops Owl
Otus socotranus (21cm)
Listen for its call at night:
woup-woup da-pwoorp.
Socotra is the only place it
is found in the world.

Laughing Dove
Spilopelia senegalensis
(25cm). Widespread and
very common where there
are trees.

Forbes-Watson’s Swift
Apus berliozi (17cm). The

only swift likely to be seen

— often in large flocks,
though it is not common;

Socotra Cisticola

Cisticola haesitata (12cm).
Small, dipping song-flight
over bushes in coastal
dunes. Only found in the

Black-crowned Sparrow-
Lark Eremopterix nigriceps
(12cm). Can be seen in
large flocks in sandy areas,
often close to roads.
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For full bird identification on Socotra we recommend:
Birds of the Middle East by Porter & Aspinall.

FOS thanks BirdLife International for help with this leaflet.
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Socotra Warbler
Incana incana (11cm).
Small and secretive, but
widespread on Socotra—
the only place it is found
in the world.

Socotra Sunbird
Nectarina balfouri (14cm).
Only found in the world
on Socotra. Commonly
seen taking nectar from
flowers

Lanius meridior]
Eats large nsec]
lizards, which it
on thorns for a

Brown-necked Raven

Socotra Starling
frate

Somali Starling|

‘The only large, black bird

on Socotra. Near the

airport is a good place to
eeit.

(30cm). Much rarer than
the Somali Starling;
Socotra s the only place it
is found in the world

(35cm). Often
flocks flying ove
and villages. Th
(here) has a gr

-

Passer
insularis (15¢m).

Grosbeak

socotrana (13c

ery
Socotra, the only place in
the world that it is found.
Often seen in flocks.

socotranus (15¢m)
Yemen's National bird.

Socotra, the onl
found in the
be seenin the.
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Gnther's racer
Ditypophis vivax

A relict nocturnal species.
Harmless though viper-like
in appearance. Eats mice.

Some special reptiles of Socotra

In total, 31 species of reptiles have been recorded on Socotra
Archipelago, including 29 that are found nowhere else in the world.
Of those, 35% are Threatened, Near Threatened or Data Deficient,
including the dragon'’s blood tree gecko. This leaflet shows some that

are endemic and easy to spot, all non-poisonous. Enjoy your visit.

NP

Socotran chameleon
Chamaeleo monachus

Arelict nocturnal species.
Near Threatened (CITES).
Aggressive if disturbed.

Socotra skink
Trachylepis socotrana
Diurnal skink. Common
and widespread, even on
urban areas (rockwalls).

Socotra giant gecko
Haemodracon riebeckii
Nocturnal and found on
vertical habitats (cliffs,
trees) - special toe pads.

Laughing Dove

Dragon’s blood tree gecko

The most widespread and
common nocturnal reptile;
underrocks in the daytime.

dracaenacolus
Nocturnal. On Dracaena.
Critically Endangered.

-

Oy

Mangrove semaphore
gec)

Pristurus obsti

Diurnal and purely
arboreal. Very mimetic.

Socotra rock gecko
Pristurus sokotranus
The commonest diurnal
reptile. Rock-dwelling.
Signals with the tail.

Blanford's rock gecko
Pristurus insignis

Large with long limbs. On
boulders and cliffs. Also on
wadis. Sleeps on branches.

www.friendsofsogot: g
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The height of tree | The height of GBH Crown area
[m] stem [m] [m] [m’]
Mean 4.94 2.02 1.01 41.17
Min 2.10 1.00 0.40 1.57
Max 8.82 5.00 2.62 129.53
Number of the living trees 919.00 97.76%
Number of the dead trees 21.00 2.24%
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Training activities Three months later Overall benefits

Practical training * Locals started to replant the aloe M * Strengthening communities
* Leaves harvesting ‘, A Wicer sreas o “4\:{.‘;‘;3;?'2' . | + Training, motivation and empowerment
* Juice and gel extraction B e * Creation of job opportunities for local communities
S . offering short-term income
v L + Active involvement of women in the implementation.
‘ 4 = 2 ¥ =z v + Sharing of technical knowledge and networking

(learning from each other) among different projects.

£ N

* Long-term asset to address the communities’ needs
and to improve their livelihoods

* Mitigating consequently the pressure on biodiversity.
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Transpiration
How much water is required to grow 1kg of tomato?

l Climate and growing system Litres
____________ - Open field production 60-600
concentrated : salts Spain, unheated plastic greenhouse 40
brine
Cr i 1 Israel, unheated glass 30
1
Inside 1 & 1 Climate controlled greenhouse 15
! 1
I o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 1
= How do you get a 40-fold reduction in water use...
! Fresh water Food d b 5
5.8 litres / m? / day 0.6-1.2 litres / m? / day ...and grow a better crop?
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